
 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

Our school year is off to a great start! We are excited about sharing our 
State Report Card rating and student achievement. As a learning 
community, we are continually looking to improve Downsville 
Elementary in the School District of the Menomonie Area. One source 
we use to reflect on our strengths and areas for improvement is the 
School Report Card. 
 

The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) creates a School Report Card and District Report Card for every 
publicly funded school and district in the state. These report cards can be accessed online here: 
http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/report-cards. The Report Cards are intended to help all schools and districts 
utilize data on specific measures to target improvement efforts to ensure students are ready for the next 
educational step – including the next grade level, graduation, college, and careers.  
 

The current School Report Card, based on the 2015-16 school year, looks a bit different than in the past due 
to changes required by the legislature. The overall idea for how report cards work is the same. At the 
foundation of the report cards are four priority areas. Schools and districts receive a score for each priority 
area:  
 

 Student Achievement proficiency in English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics on state 
assessments 

 Student Growth measured by year-to-year improvements in achievement 
 Closing Gaps in performance between specific student groups (comparing English language learners, 

low-income students, students with disabilities, and members of a racial or an ethnic group with their 
peers) 

 On-Track and Postsecondary Readiness is a measurement using reliable predictors of high school 
graduation and potential post high school success  
 

The priority area scores are then aggregated into an overall accountability score, from 0 to 100. This score is 
displayed in the top left corner of the School or District Report Cards. It is important to note that the 0 to 100 
accountability score is not a “percent correct” measurement. The score is primarily based on our performance 
last year, the 2015-16 school year, across the four priority areas. 
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Schools and districts are also evaluated on their level of student engagement – test participation rates, chronic 
absenteeism rates, and dropout rates when applicable. Based on its score, a school or district receives one of 
five rating categories, from Fails to Meet Expectations to Significantly Exceeds Expectations, as well as one to 
five stars.  
 

Here’s some information we’d like to share from our Downsville Elementary School report card: 
 
 

 
 

Given the changes required by the legislature, many school and district scores changed as compared to the 
last report card. The changes include a weighting formula to account for poverty when priority area scores are 
combined into the overall score; a new method of calculating student growth; and the use of Forward Exam 
data, the third state test in three years. These changes impacted all schools and districts in the state.  
 

DPI has produced two versions of each Report Card:  a quick one-pager labeled “School Report Card” and 
lengthier, detailed version labeled, “School Report Card Detail.” Both versions can be accessed online at 
http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/report-cards along with resources that explain the report cards. 
 

Again, as DPI stresses, these report cards are just one source of information about our school. Given that, I 
want to share some other data that helps illuminate some of the successes and areas for future work in our 
school/district. 
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The vastly overhauled rating system and performance measurements for 2,341 individual schools and 424 
districts are back after a one-year absence. There were no report cards last year while the state transitioned 
from the Badger Exam to the Forward Exam and the Legislature made a host of other changes to how 
performance data is interpreted and reported. 
 

Over 82% of public schools and 91% of school districts have met expectations in the state's 2015-2016 report 
cards. 
 

Another 227 schools in the state's three private parental choice programs submitted accountability data to the 
Department of Public Instruction, but didn't have scores or ratings because report cards required more than 
one year of data. 
 

Throughout the state, over 320 school earned five star ratings, over 620 had four stars, over 630 with three 
stars, over 240 with two stars, and 99 with one star. 
 

Please let me know your thoughts and questions as they arise. I look forward to working with you to make 
2016-17 a successful school year for your child! 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 

Mary Henry, Principal 
Downsville Elementary School



      

  

October Peace Builders! 

K - Kinsley Fisher 

1 -  Chloe Bablick (absent) 

2-   Hazel Pogorelski 

3-   Cecilia Long 

4-  Elianna Larrabee 

5-  Ava Arndt 

 

 

Downsville Elementary would like to thank 
everyone who came and supported our Fall 
Festival on Friday, November 4th!  This is Student 
Council’s fundraiser which helps support many 
projects and events for our students and school.  
With your help we were able to raise $1627.50!  
WOW!  Another big thank you to all who sent in 
theme basket items, baked goods for the treat 
walk and food donations for the kitchen and those 
who volunteered in classrooms! 
–Mrs. Gully and Mrs. Holcomb  
(Student Council Advisors)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Up-Coming Dates: 

  

    

    Dec     1 Building Brighter Smiles    

                Dental Clinic 

    6 Girl Scouts Outreach in  

  Library – Lunch Recess 

 6 5th Grade D.A.R.E. Graduation 

      1:30 – 2:45 p.m. 

 6 AIM – Celebration of Arts 

Integration – Mabel Tainter  

      (6:00- 7:30 p.m.) 

19 3rd, 4th, & 5th Grade Music    

               Concert – 6:00 p.m. 

   22 Sing Along in Gym–1:00 p.m. 
  Santa arrival @ 1:30 p.m. 
               23 NO SCHOOL – Winter Break 
 

 WINTER BREAK/NO SCHOOL –  

Dec. 23 – Jan. 1st   
 

     Jan     2 School Resumes 

  16 NO SCHOOL! – Teacher    

                               Professional Development 

 

     Feb.    3 All School Environmental Site 

               16 Parent Teacher    

Conferences 4:00-7:45 pm 

     21 Parent Teacher    

Conferences 4:00-7:45 pm 

    24 NO SCHOOL – TEACHER  

  Professional Development  

 

 

 

               
   

  

 



     

Downsville Elementary Playground Gets A Facelift 

  
The playground at Downsville Elementary School is looking a lot nicer thanks to a $2500 grant 

from Dunn County Energy, and fundraising efforts during Downsville Days.  A committee of school 
employees and area community members, chaired by Ms. Jessica Graham, the school’s 5th grade 
teacher,  met last year to identify needs.  From there, the committee created and implemented the 
recommendations for playground improvements. 

The improvements included removing the outdated tall climbing poles and replacing them with 
a brand new, 4-seat teeter totter.  Matthew Ankrum likes the teeter totter because, “...it’s really fun 
and it’s bouncy.”  

 

 
 

 
The equipment frames were all painted blue, and all the swings and chains have been 

replaced.  Andrew Hoff said, “"The thing I like the  best about the swings are they are good because 
the blue makes it more shiny."  An infant swing was also added.   

 
On the blacktop, two hopscotch games and two  4-square’s were painted, along with a giant 

number line.  We also replaced both basketball backboards and rims, and repainted the poles blue to 
match the swings.  Woodchips and pea gravel were purchased and added by the district.  Lastly, 
three big trees were purchased and planted to provide students with shade in the future. 



 

 
“Our school  looks 
amazing!”, said, Mary 
Henry, principal. “We are 
the centerpiece for our 
community.  Our 
playground is used 
extensively by our 
community children and 
families. We wanted to 
give our community and 
school children a safe 
and inviting place to 
share outdoor activities 
that was updated like our 
building. Our playground 
also has a free library to 
offer books to children 
and families and is 

another way to meet our small community needs. We greatly appreciate our community support for 
our wonderful school.”  
 

 

 
In addition to the playground 

updates, the school’s Parent Teacher 
Committee (PTC), raised funds to 
purchase new signage visible from 
Highway 25. The Downsville PTC 
stated, “We would like to extend a 
very heartfelt thank you to the 
Downsville Sportsmans Club, 
Cubby’s, and the Downsville 
Snowdrifters for their generous 
support.  A huge thank you also goes 
to Vintage Signs for creating and 
installing the new sign.”  It is because 
of those generous donations that 
the  beautiful new sign was completed 
and hung in time for the new school 
year. 
      “This is a shining example of how our school and community work together.  Everyone has the 
students interests at heart,”  Ms. Graham remarked. “If you get a chance, please stop and check it out 
the new updates.  We are very proud to have such a close relationship with the community, and that 
together we can provide this beautiful space for our students and area children to play.” 
 

 
For further information, please contact Jessica Graham at 715-664-8546 
 
  



 

Student council has organized 1 dress 
up/spirit day each month for the rest of this 
school year.  

Future events... 

Thursday, Dec. 22
nd

 –Dress in your pajamas 

Friday, Jan. 27
th

 –Dress like an animal 

Thursday, Feb.23
rd

 –Dress as a Game/Book/Movie 
Character 

Friday, Mar 31
st

 –Mystery Dress Up—dress up as a 
“something” or “someone” so that others can guess who 
you are 

Friday, Apr. 28
th

 –Dress like a twin--Match a friend for 
twin day 

Friday, May 26
th

 –Dress up Formal Day, wear nicer 
clothing than you normally would 

 

 

 

  



Downsville School Food Drive 

December 5th-9th  
Help Us Make a Difference for Families in Need 

 

 
Dear Downsville Families, 
 

Next week (December 5th-9th) our school, along with the help of Student Council Members, will be collecting 
canned  and dry goods to donate to the local food pantry. Our food drive will help hungry families in our 
community. 
 

Did you know that in 2008, more than 4.5 million children benefited from food pantry services? Community 
food drives like ours help make sure those children and their families can get emergency food assistance when 
they need it.  
 

Please give what you can. One grocery bag of food can provide as many as 11 meals. Every single donation 
helps, and together we hope our combined donations will make a real difference for those in need. The food 
pantry is asking for nutritious canned and dry goods. Here are some suggestions:  
 

Canned vegetables 
Dried beans 
Fruit canned in its own juices 
Applesauce 
Canned soups 
Beef stew 
Canned tuna  
Canned chicken 
100% fruit juices 
Pasta 
Rice 
Condiments like ketchup and salad dressing 
Nuts 
Peanut butter 
Multigrain and low-sugar cereals 
Granola bars 
 

Cash donations will also be collected each morning from the classroom so feel free to send cash or check 
(made out to Downsville Elementary) if you don’t have canned food to send. 
 

Thank you for your help! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Karli Gullickson, Sara Holcomb & Downsville Student Council 
 
Food Drive Coordinators  



Kindergarten News 

 

In the Month of November, the Kindergarten Class spent some time learning about Pilgrim Life 

long ago.  We learned that the Pilgrim children needed to help with chores everyday because 

there was much to do.  With the help of our 5th Grade buddies, we made homemade butter, 

applesauce, cornbread and popcorn.  As a culminating project to our Unit, we had a feast with 

our Buddies.  The Kindergarteners reflected on all the things they are thankful for and this is 

what they reported. 
 

I am thankful for… 

 

 

Hunter-gym class 

 

Lexi-my stuffed pony 

 

Aydin-my family and bouncy houses 

 

Harper-my dogs 

 

Gage-my bus, and my bike 

 

Brody-my Dad 

 

Bella-for Me, my cat, my Mom, my Dad and 

my blanket 

 

Hayden-my birthday 

 

Mac-my trucks and my bowl 
 

Leyton-my family, cars, semis, and trucks 

 

Grace-my auntie Ashley 

 

Kinsley-my horse 

 

Tyler-my Mom 

 

Drew-my Grandpa 

 

Ian-my family 

 

Justin-my Dad, and baby 

 

Madelyn-my Mom 

 

Cheyanne-my bear 

 

Frank-my pets 

 

Miley-my family 

 

Mrs. Fiege-my family, friends, health, 

happiness, and a great place to work/teach

 

 



What’s Happening in Fourth Grade? 

 

Veterans Day Program by Samantha Cunningham and Jaymison Heizler 

For the Veterans Day Program, we all sang 3 songs for the veterans. Other grades sang 

separate songs. Elliana, Jonathon, Maysn, Kaiden, and Megan said a poem. All of the 

fourth graders had posters for every American holiday like Election Day, Veterans Day, 

Lincoln’s Birthday, and Labor Day. We watched a slideshow from kids who had veterans in 

their families. The Honor Guard veterans shot guns with blanks in the air to signal the 

people who have died in war.  

 

 
 

Football by James Hoff and Mason Wittig 

We play football because of teamwork. We play multiple positions, and we do side 

bumps with each other when something good happens. We play football because 

we practice football to get better. When we practice, we will get better at catching 

and throwing. When we get up to the Varsity football level, we will be great at 

football! We play football because we give it our all, so we can get someone even 

though we are slower than them. 

 
 

Facts We Learned From Tar Wars by Maysn Lawrence and Samuel McWithey 

1. Smokeless tobacco and cigars are bad for you. 

2. Chew is bad for your teeth. 

3. If you smoke, you may die early. 

4. They put cool colors on cases of chew and cigarettes to make it look cool. 

5. Your lungs turn black, and then you can’t see air pockets in your lungs. 

6. Cigarools are short, fat cigars that are also bad for you. 

Our advice: Don’t Smoke!! 

 
 

Fall Festival by Hayllie Matthews and Chad Baldwin 

The Fall Festival starts when you walk in the door, buy a ticket, and get a stamp on your 

hand! Then you buy other tickets. At the Fall Festival, you can play games, dance, and eat 

hot dogs, popcorn, brownies, and cookies! When you play games, you win prizes all of the 

time. The games there were: Golf, Face Painting, Pumpkin Bowling, and the Cake Walk. 

You can see your friends there. It is super, super cool. The school played music, and there 

was lots of fun there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Soccer at Recess by Megan Feala 

We play soccer at Recess. It’s fun to bomb the soccer ball while 

you’re goalie. I like to dive to get the ball. It’s easy to be goalie 

because everybody is in the middle with the ball. It’s hard to kick the 

ball when everybody kicks the ball. Some people trip or push, and 

they go in the penalty spot. The people who play the most: Megan, 

Jonny, Parker, James, and Mason W. 

 
 

Survey by Jonathon Foslid and Parker Jacobs 

We asked the question, “If you could change something in school, what would it be. Here 

are the ideas: 

1. No Math for an hour, just for 10 min. 

2. I would make sure that there was 2 hours of Recess. 

3. I would like a bigger school with another gym. 

4. No Math 

5. Longer Recess 

6. Football equipment 

7. Computer Lab 

8. Football stadium 

9. Able to climb trees 

        10. Field goal for football 

        11. No rules 

      12. Bigger classrooms 

       13. More equipment 

      14. TV’s in each room 

     15. No computer time 

   16. More trees 

       17. For every hour, a 15 min. Break 

 
 

Music Class by Elliana Larrabee, Autumn Kistner, Madysen Brown 

Music class is fun. You can play instruments. We play music games. Music 

class is fun because you can play recorders. We play “Hot Cross Buns” on 

recorders. 

 
 

Stout PenPals by Jonny Kittelson and Kaiden Recore 

Stout Pen Pals write to us, and then we write back to them. You can 

highlight things that you want them to answer. Some of the names of 

our Pen Pals are: Jessie, Bailey, Shelby, Allisa, Kyla, and Morgan. They 

will come to visit us at the end of the year. We like pen pals because 

they are nice. 

 

 

 

 



 

At the Downsville Community Museum 

December 10th 2016 

1pm until 4pm 
Free-will donations accepted 

All proceeds go towards supporting the Museum 

Bring kids, pets, the whole family 

We will have hot chocolate, coffee and 

Christmas Cookies while you wait 
If you have questions, call 715-664-9122 
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